
Peace River Virtual Excursion Teacher's Guide 
Grades 3–5 

 
Before Reading 
1. Introduce the idea of an excursion to the students, explaining to them that this is a virtual 
excursion that will be taken via the computer. Discuss why the word excursion is used and how 
it conjures up images of an adventure. As a class, brainstorm synonyms to the word excursion, 
along with other words that may be used to describe a previously undiscovered place, and write 
them on a sheet of chart paper. The students may find that many of the words they 
brainstormed are root words used to name sport utility vehicles (expedition, excursion, explorer, 
discovery, navigator, tracker, trailblazer, etc.). Allow students to make this text-to-world 
connection.       
 
Benchmarks: LA.A.1.3.1, LA.A.1.3.2, LA.A.1.3.3; LA.D.1.3.1 
 
2. Explain to the students that this excursion is about the Peace River watershed. Give the 
students the definition of a watershed: An area of land that water flows across as it moves 
toward a larger body of water such as a stream, river, lake or coast. Explain to the students that 
watershed studies include information about plants, animals, environmental issues, and past, 
present and future human activities. On a piece of chart paper, create a KWL chart on 
watersheds by dividing into three columns. In the first column, write a "K" for what the students 
already know about watersheds; in the second column, write a "W" for what the students want 
to know about watersheds; and in the third column, write an "L" for what the students learned 
about watersheds. For this activity, students will only brainstorm the first two columns. Model 
one example for the "K" section of the chart and one example for the "W" section of the chart. 
For instance, "I know that a watershed can be in a rural or urban environment"; and "I want to 
know who lives in a watershed."   
 
Fill the KWL chart with student responses and post in your room to use as an anchor chart 
throughout your watershed studies. Refer back to it as much as possible. As you "learn" 
something about watersheds together, make sure to record it in the KWL chart.     
 
Benchmark: LA.A.1.3.1 
 
3. Next, elicit student responses about the differences between fiction and nonfiction. Ask them 
to identify some of the elements we find only in a nonfiction piece of work (table of contents, 
index, captions, diagrams, glossaries, italicized words, fact boxes, etc.). Since the virtual 
excursion is nonfiction, remind the students that they will need to use strategies for reading 
nonfiction while reading the virtual excursion (although since this is computer-based nonfiction 
text, they will not have all the traditional elements of nonfiction books). Some of these strategies 
include:  
 
• Recognizing text features, such as italicized/bold words, captions, headings, subheads, 

etc., and making sure to read all information on a page 
• Keeping a list of new words and using a dictionary to look up unfamiliar words 
• Keeping a list of descriptive words 
• Rereading for meaning and summarizing each section of the excursion 
• Recording thoughts about the excursion in reading journals 
• Sharing with others 
 
Benchmark: LA.A.1.3.1 



 
4. Introduce virtual excursion vocabulary by writing the words and their definitions on an 
overhead transparency. Using an overhead, review the new vocabulary words and their 
definitions with the students. The vocabulary words are: 
 
ALLUVIAL RIVER: a type of river with a large, 
well-defined drainage basin that carries a 
high sediment load and has a large forested 
floodplain 
 
BLACKWATER RIVER: a river with a deep, 
slow-moving channel that flows through 
swamps and wetlands; it appears dark in 
color from tannins and decaying leaves 
falling into the water 
 
BLUFFS: a steep headland, promontory, 
riverbank or cliff 
 
COREOPSIS: also known as tickseed, this 
species of flower is found in North America 
and is in the aster family; flowers have 
daisylike heads that are commonly yellow 
 
CONQUISTADOR: a Spanish explorer who 
sailed to the Americas in search of gold, 
silver and other treasures   
 
DELTAS: an alluvial deposit at the mouth of a 
river, usually triangular in shape 
 
DIVERSITY: the biology of life in all its forms, 
levels and combinations  
 
ECOSYSTEM: an ecological community 
together with its environment, functioning as 
a unit 
 
FLASH FLOOD: a sudden flood of great 
volume, usually caused by heavy rainfall  
 
HYDROLOGIC DIVIDE: a line bisecting the 
peninsula from Cedar Key on the West 
Coast to New Smyrna Beach on the 

Atlantic; although fresh water enters North 
Florida from Georgia and Alabama, none of 
it flows south of the hydrologic divide 
 
MIOCENE EPOCH: dating between 23 million 
and 5 million years ago 
 
PHOSPHATE: a nonrenewable resource 
mined from the skeletal remains of animals, 
organic matter and dissolved phosphorus 
that solidified millions of years ago and 
settled at the ocean's bottom  
 
SALTWATER INTRUSION: a process that 
occurs in virtually all coastal aquifers during 
which salt water flows into the freshwater 
aquifer  
SPRING-FED RIVER:  a type of river with cool, 
clear water issuing from springs 
 
SOUTHERN WATER USE CAUTION AREA: an 
area of about 5,100 square miles that 
encompasses the Peace River and its 
watershed; identified to allow for better 
management of the area's water resources 
 
SUB-BASINS: small drainage systems within 
a watershed  
 
TRIBUTARIES: a stream that flows into a 
larger stream or other body of water 
 
WATERSHED: an area of land water flows 
across as it moves toward a common body 
of water such as a stream, river, lake or 
coast 
 
 
 

 
5. Vocabulary Activity:  Working in groups of two, have students create vocabulary flashcards. 
Dividing up the words among them, the students should write the vocabulary word on one side 
of the card and the definition on the other. Explain to the students that they will be working 
together to categorize these words. Through group discussion, each pair will have to agree on a 
way to categorize the words (for example, living and nonliving things; natural materials, human-
made materials; parts of speech; single words, multiple words; those with prefixes, those with 



suffixes, root words; etc.). Once students have created their categories, have them share their 
categorizing techniques with another group of two. Students can also use the flashcards to quiz 
each other on definitions.  

Benchmarks: LA.A.1.3.2, LA.A.1.3.3; LA.D.1.3.1 

6. Reading Journal Activity: Have students develop reading journals for the virtual excursion 
text. Construction paper can be utilized as a book cover, with notebook paper stapled to the 
inside right of the construction paper. Students may use natural objects found outside (leaves, 
sticks, etc.) or draw natural objects or write environment-related words to decorate their 
journals. Students should be told to use their journals for the reading/writing activities related to 
their virtual excursion studies. For instance, to make notes, draw field note-type diagrams, keep 
a list of unfamiliar words, keep a list of descriptive words, summarize readings, etc.  

Benchmarks: LA.A.1.3.4; LA.B.2.3.1 

During Reading 
7. Narrative Writing Activity: In the first section of the Peace River Virtual Excursion, the 
author uses his words to paint a picture of life along the Peace River's banks. Have students 
keep a list of some of these descriptive words in their reading journals. Then, provide students 
with the following narrative writing prompt. Remind them to use descriptive words in their timed 
writing. 
 
Writing situation: Imagine you and your best friend are traveling along a newly discovered river 
in Florida.  
 
Writing prompt: Before you begin writing, think about the plants, animals and adventures you 
might encounter while on this river. Now, tell a story about what you and your best friend 
encountered while traveling along the river.  
 

Benchmarks: LA.B.1.3.1, LA.B.1.3.2, LA.B.2.3.3 

8. Compare/Contrast Activity: The author describes three types of rivers found in Florida. 
Have students work in groups of two to compare and contrast the three rivers using the diagram 
below. Students should use information provided in the virtual excursion text, inferences made 
from the text (color of water, fresh or salt water, temperature of water, etc.) and their own 
information.   



Possible 
answers:

       
 

Benchmarks: LA.A.2.3.7, LA.A.2.3.8; SC.D.1.3.1, SC.D.1.3.2, SC.D.1.3.3, SC.D.1.3.4; 
SC.G.1.3.4 

9. Cause-and-Effect Activity: The author describes the banks of the Peace River as "flashy" 
because the river is prone to flash floods. Remind the students that this is called a cause-and-
effect relationship. Because the banks of the river are sandy with little vegetation except for 
trees, the water is able to rise easily, move onto the riverbank and into surrounding 
communities. Students should use the text to identify four additional cause-and-effect 
relationships.     
 
Answers may vary, but some answers are listed below: 
 
When the river reaches Charlotte Harbor, the phosphorus interacts with mangrove detritus and 
other nutrients, helping to fuel the richest, most productive estuary system in Florida. 
 
In January, cold winter waters force manatees to search for warmer waters in Charlotte Harbor. 
 

Alluvial 
Rivers 

Black-
water 
Rivers 

Spring-
Fed 

Rivers 

-- Fed by storms 
-- Found in the 
Panhandle 
-- Large sediment 
loads 
-- Fertile 
floodplains 
loodfloodplains 
floodplains 

-- All found in Florida 
-- All support plant 
and animal life 
-- All are part of a 
watershed 

-- Found in N. Central 
Florida 
-- Cool, clear waters 
from aquifer 
-- Constant 
temperature 

-- Drains from 
pine flatwoods 
and cypress 
swamps 
-- Dark brown 
waters 



Because wild peas covered the Peace River's banks, the Seminole Indians decided to call the 
river Tallackchopo, or The River of Long Peas.   
 
When Osceola refused to sign a treaty relocating the Seminoles from the Peace River Valley to 
"Indian Territory" west of the Mississippi, the Seminoles and the United Sates went to war for a 
second time. 
 
10. Author's Purpose/Main Idea Activity: Understanding an author's purpose is important 
when reading an article or story. Explain to the students that an author usually has one 
(sometimes more) of three purposes in mind when writing a story: to inform, to entertain and to 
persuade. Have students read the "Human History" section of the Peace River Virtual Excursion 
and decide, on their own, the author's purpose of this section. Then, discuss the author's 
purpose (to inform) as a class, asking students to provide examples of informative details and 
sentences. 
 
After discussing the author's purpose as a class, explain to the students that an author provides 
clues to his/her purpose in his/her main ideas and supporting details. Tell students that the main 
idea of a nonfiction article is usually the first or second sentence of the article and is the main 
reason the story or article was written. Remind students that they are only finding the main idea 
to the "Human History" section of the virtual excursion, and they must write the main idea in 
their own words. Then have students write the main idea of this section and three detail 
sentences that support the main idea. 
 
Answers: 
 
Main Idea: While under Spanish rule, the Seminole Indians made their home in the lower Peace 
River Valley.  
 
Detail No. 1: They named the Peace River the Tallackchopo, or "The River of Long Peas," for 
the wild peas that grew along the river's banks. 
 
Detail No. 2: While in Florida, they mingled with runaway slaves and adopted the colorful attire 
of Scottish traders. 
 
Detail No. 3: Osceola was a brave and charismatic leader among the Seminole peoples, and 
they regarded him as their representative and their spokesperson.  
 

Benchmarks:  LA.A.2.3.1, LA.A.2.3.2; SC.B.2.3.1; SC.D.1.3.1, SC.D.1.3.2, SC.D.1.3.3, 
SC.D.1.3.4; SC.G.1.3.4  

11. Discussion Web Activity: Explain to the students that they will be working in pairs to 
develop Discussion Webs based on the SWUCA section of the reading. Explain that, as part of 
the development of their discussion webs, they will each be given a yes or no question. Each 
student will take a position or side of the question (one will be yes and one will be no). They 
should decide their positions before hearing the question. They will have to support their yes 
and no answers by using information from the text and information/knowledge from their own 
experiences. The question: Should the government be in charge of water level monitoring? 
Provided below is a sample graphic organizer each group can use, along with possible answers.  
 



Yes  No 
Many people use and depend 
on the watershed, so the 
government should monitor 
water levels.   

Should the government be 
in charge of water level 

monitoring? 

The government shouldn't 
monitor water levels — let the 
users of the watershed 
decide.  

The Peace River extends 
throughout several counties, 
so it's impossible for one 
group of people to monitor the 
water levels.    

 Someone not living along the 
Peace River shouldn't have a 
say in what takes place along 
the river.     

State scientists are 
knowledgeable and can see 
the "big" picture. 

 What I do along the Peace 
River shouldn't matter to 
those living downstream. 

The government is the only 
group that can set rules by 
which everyone must abide — 
and the public can provide 
input into the laws developed.  

 Rules shouldn't be set — this 
is a public waterway and no 
one should pass rules about 
its use. Everyone should use 
it the way he/she sees fit.  

 
 
After the students have developed their discussion webs, have them team up with another two-
person team, developing groups of four. Have the students work as a group of four to eliminate 
contradictions and inconsistencies in their thinking to come up with a groupwide position. Have 
each group choose a "spokesperson" and present the group's ideas to the rest of the class. 
Remember, the argument must be persuasive in nature, convincing people to see the issues the 
way the group sees them. After all groups of four have shared their positions, have the students 
discuss which position is actually most effective in managing the Peace River's water levels. 
 
Benchmarks: LA.A.2.3.3, LA.A.2.3.5, LA.A.2.3.7, LA.A.2.3.8; LA.C.3.3.3; SC.D.1.3.3, 
SC.H.3.3.1 
 
 
After Reading  
Now that students have completed their virtual tour of the Peace River watershed, provide the 
following activities to expand their knowledge and create meaningful text-to-text, text-to-self and 
text-to-world connections. 
 
12. KWL Chart Activity: Before beginning this activity, remove the KWL anchor chart created 
at the beginning of the watershed studies. Once the chart has been removed, allow the students 
to work in small groups (no more than four students per group) to brainstorm and discuss ideas 
learned as part of the Peace River Watershed Excursion. Encourage the students to include 
inferences they've made (ideas that come from a combination of the information found in the 
text and their own experiences), as well as information pulled directly from the text. Make sure 
to stress the importance of creating ideas other than those included by the class on the 
classwide anchor chart. Have a group recorder record the group's learned information on a 
sheet of paper. Then, have each group share with the class the information they learned. Add 
all of the groups' information to the large KWL chart introduced at the beginning of the lesson.  

Benchmark: LA.A.1.3.2 



13. Sequencing Activity: Working in groups of four, provide groups with the 
sentence/paragraph strips listed below. Using the notes from their reading journals, have the 
students correctly sequence the sentence/paragraph strips.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Answer: 
 
It's morning on the Peace River.  
 

The estuary is a mosaic of habitats: salt marshes, beaches, open bay, seagrass 
meadows, tidal creeks, mudflats, salt barrens and mangrove forests. Each 
habitat supports an incredible assortment of organisms, many of which are rare 
and endangered, including manatees, bald eagles, peregrine falcons, wood 
storks, roseate spoonbills, American crocodiles, Florida black bears, Sherman's 
fox squirrels, Florida scrub-jays and four species of sea turtle. 
 
A canoe and a river are a magical combination. Without a water body to float it 
on, the most elegant canoe is just a waste of good garage space. But in its 
element, it's the perfect conveyance, part sedan chair, part Huck Finn's raft. And 
nowhere is a canoe more at home than on the smooth, sheltered surface of the 
Peace. 
 

If your goal is simply to see it, you can launch a canoe or kayak at one of its 11 
public boat ramps, then paddle upstream a mile or two and drift lazily back to 
your point of origin. You won't find a more tranquil and relaxing setting, or a 
better way to spend an afternoon. 
 
It's morning on the Peace River.  
 
This is when the river earns its name. Wrapped in a blanket of mist, it's a study 
in serenity and stillness. In many places its flow is barely perceptible, averaging 
a mile per hour or less. Few ripples mar its glassy surface. Only the leisurely 
drifting of a leaf points the way downstream.  
 The Peace River is 105 miles long. It spans four counties: Polk, DeSoto, Hardee 
and Charlotte. Its headwaters are in the Green Swamp, like those of its three 
sister rivers, the Hillsborough, the Withlacoochee and the Ocklawaha.  
 

On November 30, the 2004 hurricane season ended and Floridians breathed a 
collective sigh of relief. While we’re still assessing the damage, it will almost 
certainly be remembered as the most costly and destructive hurricane season in 
the state’s history. The devastation wreaked by four tropical storms in a six-
week period is expected to exceed even that of Hurricane Andrew in 1992. 



This is when the river earns its name. Wrapped in a blanket of mist, it's a study in serenity and 
stillness. In many places its flow is barely perceptible, averaging a mile per hour or less. Few 
ripples mar its glassy surface. Only the leisurely drifting of a leaf points the way downstream.  
 
The Peace River is 105 miles long.  It spans four counties: Polk, DeSoto, Hardee and Charlotte. 
Its headwaters are in the Green Swamp, like those of its three sister rivers, the Hillsborough, the 
Withlacoochee and the Ocklawaha.  
 
A canoe and a river are a magical combination. Without a water body to float it on, the most 
elegant canoe is just a waste of good garage space. But in its element, it's the perfect 
conveyance, part sedan chair, part Huck Finn's raft. And nowhere is a canoe more at home than 
on the smooth, sheltered surface of the Peace. 
 
If your goal is simply to see it, you can launch a canoe or kayak at one of its 11 public boat 
ramps, then paddle upstream a mile or two and drift lazily back to your point of origin. You won't 
find a more tranquil and relaxing setting, or a better way to spend an afternoon. 
 
The estuary is a mosaic of habitats: salt marshes, beaches, open bay, seagrass meadows, tidal 
creeks, mudflats, salt barrens and mangrove forests. Each habitat supports an incredible 
assortment of organisms, many of which are rare and endangered, including manatees, bald 
eagles, peregrine falcons, wood storks, roseate spoonbills, American crocodiles, Florida black 
bears, Sherman's fox squirrels, Florida scrub-jays and four species of sea turtle. 
 
On November 30, the 2004 hurricane season ended and Floridians breathed a collective sigh of 
relief. While we’re still assessing the damage, it will almost certainly be remembered as the 
most costly and destructive hurricane season in the state’s history. The devastation wreaked by 
four tropical storms in a six-week period is expected to exceed even that of Hurricane Andrew in 
1992. 

Benchmarks: LA.A.2.3.1, LA.A.2.3.5; SC.D.1.3.1, SC.D.1.3.2, SC.D.1.3.3, SC.D.1.3.4; 
SC.G.1.3.4, SC.G.2.3.2 

14. Categorizing Current Events Activity: Provide students with newspapers and magazines, 
allowing students to identify and cut out articles that deal with watersheds (preferably their 
watershed, but this may prove too difficult). Then, using a classroom bulletin board, have 
students categorize their stories in the following categories: informative articles, entertaining 
articles and persuasive articles. As students finish cutting out their articles, allow them to 
approach the bulletin board and tape their story in the most appropriate category. Then, as a 
class, look for trends in the stories by reading the headlines and subheads. Are there obvious 
trends (for instance, human impacts or plant and animal stories)? Why do think this is the case? 
Do you think the audience has something to do with the type of story written? What is the 
author's purpose?  
 
Benchmarks: LA.A.2.3.3, LA.A.2.3.5; SC.D.1.3.3, SC.D.2.3.1, SC.D.2.3.2; SC.G.2.3.1, 
SC.G.2.3.2, SC.G.2.3.3, SC.G.2.3.4 
 
15. Writing a Persuasive Watershed Article/Speech: Using the information learned from the 
Peace River Watershed Virtual Excursion, have students write persuasive articles on important 
issues taking place in their watershed. Students must make sure to address current watershed 
issues (such as land use, water use, water quality issues, the role of government in watershed 
protection, species protection, etc.). After writing their article, have students create speeches 



based on their articles. They should write their speeches as if they're running for public office in 
their community, with watershed protection being their main platform. You may even want to 
have class elections based on these speeches.    
 
Benchmarks: LA.A.2.3.3, LA.A.2.3.5; SC.D.1.3.3, SC.D.2.3.1, SC.D.2.3.2; SC.G.2.3.1, 
SC.G.2.3.2, SC.G.2.3.3, SC.G.2.3.4 
 
16. Poster/Public Service Announcement Activity: Thinking about all that's been 
learned/read about the Peace River Watershed, students should identify one element of the 
watershed that they can use to create persuasive posters/public service announcements to help 
educate people and, ultimately, protect their local watershed. Posters can be displayed around 
the school and public service announcements can be played on the school's morning show.  

Benchmarks: LA.A.2.3.3, LA.A.2.3.5; LA.D.2.3.1, LA.D.2.3.2; SC.D.1.3.3, SC.D.2.3.1, 
SC.D.2.3.2; SC.G.2.3.1, SC.G.2.3.2, SC.G.2.3.3, SC.G.2.3.4 

 

   
            


